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3 \ Palm XVI. 8. 
BOL 4 have ſer the Lord always 82 me. 
HEY Hat this Pſalm 


was Deviits, we ave che T 7 of St. Peter, 


fert, and the following ones to the end of the'Pſobm, ooncern 
ing Cheiſt : But thought David being a Propher, and a Type of Chriſt, 
had in them a ſpeciul Reſpect to the — in whoſe glorious Reſurre- 


in their firſt and immediate Senſe, they belong d to himſeli, and fo 1 ſhall 
now eonſider them: And in them we ma abſerre 


4 Devi wiſe PraQice, and | 
The bleſſed Conſequences of i it. 


His PraQice he gives us an account of in the Text, 1 beve ſays he, fo 
the Lord almays before me. 
The Bleſſed Conſequences he relates 10 the following Verſes, ix. an 
holy Aſſurance, that God, if he ſaw it beſt for him, would deliver him 
from his perſecutors; or if, for wiſe Reaſons, he ſhould give his Life into 
their Hands, he would yet redeem his from the Grave, Make known 
£0 him the way of Life, and make him ful of Joy with his Countenance. 
Thar which'1 Lwould infer from both, is this P ropolition, That the right 
N eractice of this Duty, of ſe:ting Gad always before us, is the likelieſt courſe 
to promote our Temporal Security, and our everlaſting Salvation: This 
] was the ground of - David's Confidence in relation to both; and the ſame 
i, I Confidence and holy Aſſurance may they raiſe to themſelves, who lay the 
j ſame wiſe Foundation for it. 

Permit me then to explain to you the wiſe Courſe the Royal Plalmift 
wok, and to recommend his Practice to your Imitation, from the bleſſed 
Conſequence it will produce. 

I. Far explication of the Duty: And here I ſhew you Three Things, 
1. What is meant by Setting God before we. 
2. Under what Notion of him we are to ſet God Mere us. And, 
3. How we muſt ſer him always before us. 
1, What is meant by ſetting Gad before us: It wou d be too great an 
IActront to your Judgmeats, and Abuſe of your Time, to. proceed nega- 
ti *ly, in a atisfying this Enquiry, and to ſhew that by ſezting God before 
is not to be underſtood, that we do, or can be any act of our Minds, 
ate God ta be preſent any where, where he was not, or privy to any 
Thing which he knew not befo e; who, whether we think of. him or nor, 
| preſenc in all Places , and knows all Things To. procecd there- 
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As 2. 15. where he brings him in ſpeaking theſe Words of my 


ion they were to be afterwards more eminently fulfilPd, yet, no doubt 
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ven up the Præſeienoe of God. 


| Way 40 
fare affirmatively, in the Duty are imply'd theſe two e 
2 


1. A firm Aſteng to, or hodrry Bol of theſt tag treat [Yet 
God, his Ommpreſcdee; and 'Onmilcience.. eres, 22 Fr. 
A practical Conſideratign of theſe Artributes or "non of that Be. * 
jet to the government aft our Lives. A T 
A firm aſſent to, or hearty Belief of theſe two great Attributes of 
God. his Omnpreknde, 46d Umniſcichce. In ſtating theſe Doctrines, 
which are to be the Objects of this Belief, I fear I ſhould no more _—_ 
you, thaw” fanbefmy ſelf, if I- ſnould take y Mmeaſufen from | 
$peculatiorld/ of. ben Schoch, or the: reſults of thoſe; Enquiries, wherein 
ſome thinkiug Menhiave, : with too much freedom, indulg d their C ioſi: 
ties: It is — Thing to zeflect upon the variety of Opinions 
which theſe .audgcioud Searches have produc d. in telation to God's Omni; 
preſence, whicktdiffer widchy rom on another about the- Manger of it 
and yer ſeem to agree ia loſing the thing it ſolf. 

Some ſay, That he is nat iprefant every where: by his Eſſence, but in 
Heaven only by his Eſſence, and every where elſe by, his Power and Provi- 
dence + And if fo, then his Po N 57 be ſome thing diverfe from his Ef: 
ſence, and may be conceived SB "where his Eſſence" is not. 
Others ſay, Flat he is every whete by his Eflence; and of theſe, fore 
hold that he is ſo by way of infinite Extenſion ; bat how that which bas non 
Quantity oor Parts can be extended,» is pretty difficult to apprehendei” We 
Others ſay; That he is every! whore after the manner of a. Point, an- or 
that he is whole every where, and whole like 8 Point in every part of the 
World: And if this be fo, that che whole Divine Eflence is in any FhHyſica 55 
Point; then either the whole Divine Eſſence does not exiſt withour that 15 
Point, and then how is ir every where? Or if it: does evſt without that Point., 
then the whole Divine Effence does exiſt vithout the whole Divine Eſſener 85 
Others, laſtiy, not knowing how to:reconcile theſe Contradictions, ot Mo 
ſolve theſe Diffichltics, have roundly deny'd that God is every where pro >," 
perly, and aſſerteũ that his Ommipreſence is nd xeal Attribute of God the 
but only an extrinſical Denomination, by hich he is faid to be preſent, ; 


* 


8 where, only upon the account of his working every where, TIE de 
But can anything work every where, and not ber very where 2 car the 
any thing work where it is not? of yori i 


Then far God's Omniſrience, ro/omit other Perdonlnng what work ha 7 
been made about his fore · know ledge of future Contingents, (i. e.) of ſach Þ+, 
Things as depend upon free Agents, that have a liberty of determining oy 
themſelvęs to either part of the contradiction? - | * | he 

Becauſe they knew not how to account for a fore ne that ro par 
be certain of Events that are ſo contingent. 1 500 

Same bemg unwilling to part with the liberty of Man' s Will, have G 


Others. as unwilling to part with the Doctrine of the Divins Preſcies 

have given up the liberty of Man's Will, and freedom of his: Acting. 
g both ee that rh LO are not e 8175 
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A therefore infer, chat 804 does not 3 "oy | 
The latter tech that God does ſorekntu them, but has to that end 
remod'd them from a State of poſiibiliry ;1 into a condition of Futurition, 
from being ſich things only may be, bo be:ſuch things as-cexrainly ſhall 
be; (f. e.) that he might forcknow-them; has by his Decree prædeter- 
5 mide them, and fo made them not to ho Contingents 
But have we not as many Demonſtrat ions of the Error K thi former, 
eve have Prophecies in Scripture» of future Contingents? For if God 
bas foretold, that ſuch Rvents, as depend) upon the freaſt dererminations 
1 of Man's Will, ſhall fall out ſo, or ſo, he muſt certainly forgknow them; 
* for if rh did not fore know. How could he foretel them: 
| And have ve not'as many Argumeutsto-provethe miſtake of the Litter. 
eas se have Laws und brecepte laid donn in Scfipture for the direQing, : and 
1 goveroing of moral Achone] and Rewards and Puniſhmears aſſign d there 
ON for Obedience or Biſdbedience to thoſelllaus? For, if Men were not ſtet 
| Agents, or had no” power of determiningothelr own Attions,:! they could 
not be either capable of bing moral God or Evil, ot gonſequently Hr 
jects of Rewards, or Funiſhments, ſom hne on the other, B. e 
Leaving thereſbre thiſe: attemptg of wal Philoſophy, vain then eck. 
tainl 5 if erer ſo⸗ when it pues Man uh be Miſe. alout what i write 
* 16 in Things p ing to God, upon nowing more f bim, than he 
rds been pleas'd) to/&iſeover:of himſeif let bus) give heed to, the niore ſure 
* etch Prophecy, the Revelations of Serüpture, the only light that ſpiner, 
. dan guide us in che ſe der Enquities. Wader yl 
* 10 firſt for hjFOthwipr eſence; let us ſes · vkat God Tate lays of it 
has by his Prophets, N 6674: 1, aun ſaith. the Lord, the Hegven us, my 
: Throne and 5% Zartibπ⁰ντ rand Jer. 2 3. v.. Dp nt I Hea- 
Ven and Earth, ſaith the Lord? Heaven and Earth are frequently uſed 
m Scriprute” 6 gane ehe hole Univerſe; and all Abe parts of it ; ſo 
Moſes, I peaking of che whote Creation Geng 1 1 ſays, 2 the. beginning 
God cried Haben um the Kath; chat ie, the whale World,, and all 
the Crearures in r; and in that Senſe i ig uſed by aur & viDur, lt. 5. 
18. "fil Heaven and Earth; paſs, i. eillahe whole Fabrigk of the World 
be diffolyed; So then God ee ee * all Places, and 
therefore cannot be excluded from any. 
Again, the Prophet David in the 139 Pſalm iat ür At the. 7 V eſe 
* Whither O Lord ſpa 10 frem thy Spirit, or whit her ſball.I flee from * 
12 Preſence ? Whither * MH) I can go no ere from thee, for F 1 afcend 
oy %) into Heaven thi ard there; if mal my Bed in Hall hohold thou art 
* there ; if I take the Wings ef che Morming | and remain in the utter moſt 
oY arts of 1 the Sea, even chere ſhall thy Hand lead me; or if I ſay the dark- 
Wes all cover me, even the Night ſpall be lig bs about me. There is no 
© SU Place ſo high or deep; or remote or obſcure: bur thou, O God, art pre- 
ent in it. To theſe Words of David, led me add thoſe of his Son Solo- 
| Bu at the Dedication of the Temple, 1 Kings 8. 2. Will God - indeed 


wells onthe Earth? Bihold the fia di, and Htaven of Heavens, cannot 
A 3 contain 
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| Knows them alt gt one fimple View, as the Apoſile ſpeaks, Heb: 4. 13. All 


— ſbew the Things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that 
- God, Agi. Known 
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| 61 5 50 
contain thee. From all which, 2. thus much concet ning God's 
Omaipreſence, that God fills all Places, and yet is not comprehended in 
any. If any one ask how theſe {Things can be, that he ſhould be exclu- 
ded from no Place, and yet included in none? I muſt anſver with the Pal. an 
miſt in the verſe immediately ing thoſe I lately quoted, That ſveb 
Knowledge is too wonderful for me, it 1 toe bigh-1 cannot attain to it: 
The manner how, is inexplicable by the Wit of Men, but the Thing cer- 
tain from the Word of God, that he who is intinite and cannot be eircum- 
ſcribed, is ſo preſent every where, that there is no Place, nor can any be 


= 


conceived, where he is nor. R 

2. For God's Ommiſcience; and here, without departing from the gui- 
dance of the Seripture, we may conclude, that his Knowledge, who, is in 
every thing infinitely Perfect, is very different, as all his Ways are, from 
our imperfect ones: That he does not know Things after our weak map- 
ner, being led by Diſcourſe aud Ratiecmation from Things known, to 
Things unknown; but all Things are at once praſent to him, he ſees and 


Things are naked and open to the Byes of him with mem we have to do. 
All Events and Occurrences" whereſoever they happen, for Am IA Goa 
at hand, ſaith the Lord, and net a'God afar off.* ger 23. 2 
All, whenſoeves they happen, not only preſent, and paſt, bur future 
ones too; upon this Head God chiallengeth the Gods of the Heathens, , 
41. 21, 22, 23. e your" Cauſe, ſaith the Lord, bring ferth your 
ſtrong Reaſens, Let them bring forth and ſpem as what ſhall happen, 


Knowledge of future Things St. James aſcribes to 
| to Ce are all bis Works from the beginning of | 
of the. World; Sai et IEBEWIY * DD * 6 

All, not only thoſe of greater Cohſequenee, as the changing of States, 
and revolutions of Governments, He ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and 
giveth it to-whomſecver be will, Dan. 4. 17. in which, Prophecy he fore- 
told the great & 's long before they were ſet up; but his Know- 
jedge extend to the the moſt inconfiderable Events, and minuteſt Things, 
Nor # Sparrow fally to the Ground without him, and the very Heirs of 


t are Godt; and this 


our Head are all numbred. Wo e ud > ff & 
And not only natural Events, hut vhatſoever proceeds from rational Y p 
and free Agents, he perſectiy knows; Can amy Man hide himſelf in. ſecres | | 
Places that I ſhall mot ſee him, (ſaith the Lord, Jer. 2 3. 2 1. and as tu the m 
Actions of Meh David tell us Pſal; 33, 13, 15. The Lord looks from Hea- 
ven, he behold: all the Sem of Men, he confidereth all their Works: | 
Nay, as to their Words arid their very 1houghts, he ſays, Eſalm. 139. [„ 
rhere ij not a word in my Tongue bus then O Lord knoweſt it altogether, tt 
v. 4. Aud v. 2. Thou, Lord, underſtandeth my thought: afar off ; in ſhort, Þ E 
all Things near, or far off, paſt, preſent or future, even Contingent F 2, 
Things, lictle or great, whether the works of God, the effeQs of Nature, . 
the neceſſary actions of Brits, the free ones of Men, their Words: and v 
* 1 e FO 


Thoughts, 


whereof is, 


Thouglits; and whatſoever is knowable, they are all clearly open at one 
view to the Divine Omaiſcience. This may ſtartle our poor Reaſon, but 
even that Will tell us, that as to the Divine Perfections, it becomes us to 
admire what we cannot comprehend, and inſtead of ſearching curiouſly 
into this great Attribute, te cry out with St. Paul, Rom. 11+ 33. 34. 0 
the depth of the Riches of the Miſdom and Knowledge of God ! how un- 
ſearchable are is Fugdgments, and hu Ways paſt finding out! for who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, or who hath been his Counſellor ? 

Now a hearty aſſent to, or firm belief of theſe two Attributes of God, 
thar he is ſo every where preſent, that we cannot be any where, where he 
is not ; that he ſo knows all things, that we can neither ſuffer, do, ſpeak, 
nor think, any thing that he knows not, is the firſt Thing imply d in ſer- 
ting God before us. | 1 A 

2. The Second is a practical Conſideration of theſe Attributes, or an 
application of that belief to the Goverament of our Lives: For this Faith, 
without it produces a ſuitable practice, will be ſo far from Advantaging us, 
that it will aggravate our Sins, and make our Condemnation heavier than 
it would have been, if we had been ignorant of, or Infidels in thoſe Artri- 
butes. To ſet God before us, then is not only rs believe, that where eyer 
we are, we are in his Preſence; but fo to behave our ſelves every where, as 


becomet that awful Preſence ; not only to believe that whatever we do, 


is ſeen by him, but for that Reaſon, to endeavour, that whatever we do, 
may be approved by him ; and how this may be done, we ſhall have oc- 
caſion to ſhew more particularly, in the remainiog Inquiries, The next 


6ö,, ü 


II. Under what Notion of him we are, t ſet God before we. 
And here I ſhall conſider God, with relation 
1. To moral Actions, and | 
TE SD EINE EE 
I. In relation to moral Actions, we are to conſider God, | | 
1. As an holy Law:giver, that has preſcrib'd righteous and good 
Laws for the Government of them. , _ 
God is frequently repreſented in Scripture under the Notion of a Law 
giver ; the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Law-giver, ſays the Pro- 
phet, If 33. 22. and there 55 one Law-giver that u able to ſave and de- 
ſtrey, ſays St. James 4. is. now God has preſerib'd Laws for the Govern- 


ment of our Lives two ways. 


1; By imprinting in the Heart of Man, the common notices of Good 


and Evil in the firſt Creation of him which ſhew him what is Honeſt, and 


what Diſhoneſt, what is to be done, and what to be avoided, this is called 
the Law of Nature; and this St. Paal ſpeaks of in the 2d Chap. of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, at the 14 Verſe, When the Gentiles which have 
not the Law, i. ę. not the reyeal'd Law, do yet by Nature the Thing con- 


tai d in the Law, theſe having not the Law, are 4 Law to themſelves, 


which ſhew the Work of the Law written in their Hearts; and this Law 


is ſuffieient both to convince the Tranſgreſſors of Sin, as it there follows, 


A «4 their 
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Rewards and Puniſhments in their due light, both as to quality and du- 


is meant by thoſe Expreſſions in Scripture, where he 13 ſaid to weigh, to 


| . 3 
their Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſ, and their Thoughts their NC Ifo, 


the Old and New Teftament, chiefly in the latter, wherein we have rhe laſt 
the Scribes and Lowyers had obſcured and defaced it, by ſubjecting the 


ments to affright us into Obedience, 
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their Reaſonings within them either accuſing or excuſing one and#her, and 
alſo that they deſerve Death for it; for ſpeaking of the fame Gentiles who 
had no other Law, he ſays at the 324 Perſe of the iſt Chap. Whe knowing 
the Fudgement of God, that they which commit ſuch things, i. e, Things 
forbidden by this Law of Nature and right Reaſon, are worthy of Death, 

2. By raiſing up fit Perſons, inſpiring them with the Knowledge ef his 
Will, {ending them to diſcover it to Mankind, and impawering them ro 
Juſtiſie their Miſſion that they were ſeut by him; and what he has com- 
municated to Men by the inſtrumentality of ſuch Prophets, is called, in 
an efpecial manner, his reveal'd Law : And this we have in the Books of 


ES 


and molt perfect Revelation of his Mind and Law, which he has made by 
our great Prophet, his only Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who has per- 
feited the Moral Law, and brought Life and Immortality te Light; who 
has explain d it more clearly, extended its Autority and directive Power 
more widely, and enforc'd its Obligation more ſtrongly, than the former 
Revelations had done; clearing it from the falſe Gloſſes, with which 


very Thoughts of the Heart to its Rule, and by ſetting its Sanctions of 


ration: This is a perfe# Lew indeed, reaching to every thing in us that 
is capable of moral Good, or Evil; our, Deeds, our Words, our very 
Thoughts, requiring in all the greateſt Sincerity, and Purity, and propo- 
fing the moſt glorious Rewards to Invite, and the moſt dreadful Puniſh 


— 
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2. In ſetting God before us, we mult conſider him as an exact and cu- 
rious obſerver of our Behaviour, with reſpect to his Laws ; this is what 


Ponder the Ways and Spirits and Heart of Man, Prov. 16. 2. All the ways 
of Man are clean in his own Eyes, but the Lord weigheth the Spirits; 
and Chap. 24. 12. Does not he that pondereth the Heart conſider it, and 
he that keepeth the Soul, doth not he know it? Other Metaphors are uſed 
in Scripture, taken from the practice of Men, in entring things of Con- 
ſequence, that they would not forget, in Books; ſo the Spirit is pleaſed 


to condefcend to our Weakneſs, to ſhew that God does not only obſerve 


— 


but remember all the Actions of every Man, with their particular Circum- v. 
ſtances. As to the virtuous Actions of good Men, the Prophet Malachi I ic 


tell us, cap. 3. verſe 16. they that frar d the Lord ſpake often one to ano- tt 


ther, ic e. frequently entertain'd one finother with Holy and Heavenly Con- IB. 
verſation, and the Lord hear tend and heard it, and a Book of Remem- 

brance was written before him, for them that fear d the Lord, and that on 
thought upon his Name, and the ſame Meraphor is uſed in relation to the ou 
Sins of Men, where David begs of God, Pfl. 5 1. to blot out hy Tran Bu 


Freſfont, and when God promiſes his People 1/rael, Il. 43. 25. that he will [or 


blot out their Tranſgrefſions, and not remember their Sint. And 15 _ pr 
K is | „ "4 | - R f . 


—— 
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Viſion or prophetical deſoription of the laſt Judgment in. the 26th of the 
Rev, where St. John ſays, he ſaw the Dead ſmall and great fland before 
#he Throne of God, he tells us; that the Books were open'd, ani that the 

| Dead wert judged out thoſe Things which were written in thi-Books,' ac- 

, cording to their Works. ' 5 ee 
3. Laſtly, in ſerting God before us, we muſt conſider him as a bounti- 

ful Rewarder of thoſe that are Obedient to him, and as a fevers, but juft 

puniſher of ſuch as are Diſobedient; for that he mipht be ſb, is the great 

Reaſon, that he does ſo nicely watch, and raks ſo ſtrict notice of the Acti- 

ons, and even the Thoughts of all Men. This he tells us by the Prophet 

Jer, 17.10. the Lord ſearth the Heart, I xy the Reint, to hat end? 

Why, even te give to every Man according to his ways, and actbyraing to 

the Fruit of his doings : And this the Apoſtle affures us in 2 Rom, F. &c. 

he will do ar the Day of the Revelation of the righteous ꝓudgment of God, 

when he will render to every Man according to his Deeds; tov them, who 

by patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for Glory and Honour, and Im- 

mortality,” Eternal Life ; but unto them that are Content ious, and do not 

obey the Frath, but obey unrighteouſneſs,” indignation and rab; Tri- 
bulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that doth Euil; but Glory, 

Honour and Peace to every Man that worketh' good. And how you ſee 

under what notion of him we are r ſer God before xs, in relation to moral 

Actions. — . | TH Th v4. 2 Wy W e Sh ow 

2 * a curious obſet ver of our Behaviour with reſpect to his Laws, 

ö A 4 5 ere HFY 09340 29611 py Of 5 5 7 

3. Av a bountiful:rewarder of the Qbedient, and a ſevere, but juſt 
-  puniſher, of the Diſobedinn. | 
2. In relation to other Events, in ſetting him before us, Ve muſt con- 
fider him, as the wiſe orderer an diſpoſer of them, and that none of them 
are the Effects of blind Chance, or fatal Neceſfity, but all the reſults of 
his wiſe Councel ; that every thing that beſuls · us, or any of his Crtatures, 
is by his appointment or permiſſion, who directs, governs, and diſpoſes : 
all Occurrences to the greateſt and beſt Eads, his own Glory, and the 

good of thoſt that love 2nd ſerve him. my 9909) NCI T's avi ate Ww 7: 

The only remaining Particular to be explain'd, is, Ne: $0) 

3. How we muſt ſet God always before uud By which is\not'mitant, that 

ve muſt think upon theſe Artributes of God's Omnipreſeiite and Omni- 

{ſcience every moment of our Lives, and actually apply ourBelief of 

A to every the minuteſt, and moſt indifferent Action of them: 

I Zut it is, e n e ein 02. e EW, 

1. To live under- ſuch and habitual Senſe of thoſe his glotious Perfecti- 

ons, as may influence the general Conduct of our Lives, and govern' all 

our Actions of greater Conſequence, thoſe that are matter of Sin or Duty: 

But becauſe habits are neither gor, nor preferv'd withour repeat d acts; in 

order to obtain, and keep up in us ſuch an habitual Senſe 6f God's Omni- 

dreſenee, aud Omniſcience,' it will be neceſſary to fix ſome 2 and 
0 n ph ork: r 
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for an actual Confideration of them. 
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ſtated times ( beſides the becaſional ones which I hall 1 into by and by) 


And ſurely, once in the return of Day, cannot be chought too 
often, even by thoſe, whoſe trait Circumſtances, and mean Imploy ments, 
make their daily Labour little enough for the neceſſary Support of them- 


ſelves and their Families; they, methinks, Eannot grudge halh an Hour 


in the tour and twenty to be ſpent in this great Buſineſs ; but how can 
they excuſe themſelves from it, vhom their bountiful God has placed in 
2 Condition, beyond the neceſſity, not only of labouring, but even of 
raking thought 7 what they ſhall Eat, or what they ſhall Drik, or where- 
wit hal they ſball be Cloath'd ?. (tho God, knows, too many hardly em- 
ploy their Thoughts to any better Purpoſes ) can they pretend they can- 
not afford ſuch a pittance of their time for this Employnient ? and yet 
were this ſmall. Proportion but wiſely and honeſtly laid out in it by all of 
us, I will venture to fay, we thould ſce another Face of Things than we 
now do, 

That part of the Day, which I ſhould think would be moſt x properly, 
and uſefully aſſgn'd for this purpoſe, is the Morning, when we Gl wake, 
not only. for the fitneſs and eongruity of the Thing, as certainly it is very 
fir and congruous, that when: God has preſerv'd us whilſt we ſlept, he 
ſhould be rhe. firſt ObjeRt of our waking Thopghts : That when he, as 

David expreſſes it, has been about our Bed all N Night, - we ſhould entertain 
a Converſation with him, before any others are admitted, who come in 
the Morning upon Bufineſs or Compliment :; Bur eſpecially, for the good 

influence it may have upon our whole demeanure the Day after; if by ſe- 


rious Contemplation in the Morning, we make a deep impreſſion upon 


oo IE —— 


in ſpecia 


out Minds of God's Omnipreſence and Omniſcience, it will hardly be wore 
our before Night; and if we do this every Morning, tis the likelieſt way 
to beget and maintain in us an habitual Senſe of them: But belices living 
under an habitual Senſe of theſe Attributes of God. 

2. To ſet God before us always, is actually to apply our Belief of them 
| Caſes : And thoſe I take to be chiefly theſe three: _ 

1. In time of Temptation, whether from the Pleaſure and Advantage 
the Sin will give, or from the Difficulties ang Dangers a * Ny * 
us to: 

2. In time of Divine Worſhip ; And, > 

3. In all remarkable Events that heppen to us, whether Adverſe or 
Proſperous. 

1. In caſe of temptation to Sin, it is to conſider that God who by his 
Laws has forbid the Thing I am tempted to, under the ſevereſt Penalty, 
is now preſent with me, and ſces, whether I comply with the Temptation 
or not, that he will eternally reward me if [ do not, and everlaſtingly 
puniſh me if I do, 

2. In time of Divine Worſhip, whether ori vate in the Cloſer, and there 
it is to confider, that though the Door be ſpur, yet God is not excluded, 


and however I am retired, my Father which i in Heaven ſees in mn 
the 
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thac even my mental Prayers enters into 90 Ears, and the motions of my 


ſees whether our Heart go 
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Heart are open to his Eyes; or pubick in the Church, and there it is to 
conſier chat God is in a more eſpecial manner preſent in the Aſſembly of 


- the Faithful, that he knows out of what Principle, and for what Purpoſes 


every one comes thither, wherher out of obedience to his Commands, and 
in hopes of his Bleſſing, or whither out of Curiofity, Cuſtom, Formality, 
yain Glory, or for worſe Purpoſes; that he beholds our Behaviours, and 
along with our Prayers, or whither we offer 
him on]x-a Lip-Service, whether we attend to his Word, and receive it in 


the Loye of it in order to practice it, or whether we ſleep or talk away 


the Time, in which his Ambaſſadors are delivering their Errand to us ; F 
or at beſt are forgetful Hearers, of it deceiving our own Souls ; whether 
we approach his holy Altar out of love to our Saviour, and in grateful 
remembrance of his Sufferings for us, which are there exhibited to us, out 
of a Senſe of our own Sins and Wants, in hopes to receive Pardon tor one, 
and a ſupply for the other at the Hands of, our merciful. God; or elſe out 
of baſe Deſigns, and worldly Conſiderations, thereby proſtituting the Or- 
dinances of God to the ſervice of Mammon. £28 : 
3. In all remarkable Events that happen to us, whether Adverſe or 
Proſperous z in time of Adverſity it is to. conſider, that Afflictions ariſe 
not out of the Duf#, but come upon me by the appointment or permiſſion 


of that God who ſees my preſent Condition, knows my Strenght, and per- 


fectly underſtands. what is beſt for me, who is preſent with me, and can 
deliver me out of it,. or ſupport me under it, and direct the Iſſue to my 
greateſt Advantage; in time of Proſperity, when I have received any E- 
minent, whether Deliyerance or poſitive Bleſſings, it is to look above 2d 
Cauſes, up co God as the Author thereof, it is to reflect, that he thar * 
has beſtow'd the Mercies upon me, ſees how I uſe them, whether I employ 
them to his Glory who,gave them, or in the ſervice of his Enemies. | 
Aud thus, by living under ſuch an habitual Senſe of God's Omnipre- 
ſence and Omniſcience, as may influence the general Conduct of our Lives, 
eſpecially our Actions of greater Conſequence, ſuch as are Matters of Sin 
and Duty ; and by particular application of our Faith in thoſe attribute, 
to the eſpecial caſes of Temptation, of Divine Worſhip, and in any re- 
markable Events, whether Adverſe or Proſperons that happen to us, we 
may diſcharge the great Duty, which Davin practiſed in the Tex:, of ſez- 
ting God always befare us. _ "Re 5 | 

2. It now only cemains that I recommend the Pattern he has fer, to 
your Imitation; and methinks I cannot have much to do upon this Head. 
You cannot but infer from what has been 1lready ſaid, the bleſſed influ- 
ence that this practice would have upon you, not only in the foremen- 
tion d Caſes, but in all Conditions and Circumſtances of Life. 

What Temptation of Pleaſure or Advantage can prevail with a Man to 
commit a Sin, who knows and conſiders, that he cannot do it, but in the 
preſence and fight of his Judge, who has ſtrictly forbidden it, and will 
Eternally Damn him for it; this baffles that poor Encouragement * 
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comply with a Temptation, at privacy offers: id vin ddes the Addl- 
terer watch for the Twylight'th execute his filthy Purpoſer; in vain does 

the Riotons chooſe the Night for Hid Debauches;; in Vain does ay: Sinner 
ſeek our the remoteſt and darkeſt Corner for to ac eis Villaniey in'; By 

' ſuch Methods irideed he may Hide his Sins from the light and knowledge 
of Men, buralag whae will that 'zvail him, when whatever he dovs, n 
Darkneſs and in the Cloſer, is us Open to God, 2s" if & had been done at 
Noone- Day, or en the Houſe-rop 1 e en en ee e en e 
What a Fool does this ſhew' Him th be, ' who being reſtrain d by Shame; 
or Fear, 1 y Coufideration from the oytward Acts, - will yet 
venture to gratify his wicked Fancy, *by indulging Euſtful, Coverous, Re- 
vengeful or any wicked Thoughts; hen God ds cleatly* ſees bis Hoare, 
as he does the Actions thar proceed'from t??? 
What Difficufcies dt Dadgers Caf Hinder or iffrighr that Man from his 
Daoty, that lifes under the ſence and itiflabnee of this Faith? Oppolitions 
ve muſt expect to meet wit in our Clififtian Liſe, we ure not only to ſtrive, 
and to ron, but ro et le an, Fight "r00, me only duft Flop and Blood, 
but againſt Principalities and g Hat Powers,” af IM the Ridderr of «the 
Darkneſs of this World, againſ# hitaal Micteaneſi in high place gainſt 
the corruptions of Our own Kar 7e. the Malice vſieked Men, and che 
Pov er of exzl Spirits; but let theſe Enemies be as Numetebs, aud Powers 
ful, and Malicious as they can; yet he cannot want Ebeburagement to en · 
gage them, that ſe#s Gd. always before him. For whit can more animate 
a brave Soldier, than to fight in the fight of his Prince or General, who 
vill be ſure to take notice of thoſe that diſtinguiſh themſeldes and Re ward 
them with gte Mar ks of his Favour ? New then muſt the Slater af 
Chrift, be encouraged in all ' his'Cdnflids;/ with his Spiritual Enemies 2 
| how muſthe be excited,” rv fight rhe good fight, by this' Confideration;that 
i he Captain of his Salvation ſtauds by him, nbt by t ſes how he behaves 
himſelf, but to ſtrengthen and ſbppofr; ro help bum to overcome and 
then to beſtgw upon him the Crown 4 "Life? RIP a kl 71 | | 148 N 
- Row Conſtant, Reverent and Devour'would this Faith make a Man in 
the worſhip of God? be would not dare to neglect cho Durios of the Clo- 
fer, at leaſt the gffexiig up of à Morning and Evening Sacrifice to him, no 
more than he would.to employ that time, which is ſet a part for the Pu- 
blick Ser vice, to ſecular and Huff uſes? Would fe, that eanſiders chat 
God ſees him whereever he is, dare Sacriligiouſly to föb him of that Day 
which is conſecrated to bis more immediate Ser vice; and af the attendance 
He ſhould pay him on it in his own'Holiſe, by making it, (no neceſſity fo 
_ requiring) a Day for Journeys and Buſineſs, a Day of Reereations and 
' vain Diverſions; or if he come to the Place of publick Worſhip, would he 
dare to roſh into that more immediate Preſence of the great God, with as 
little conſideration, as the Horſe ruſheth into the Battle ? To be have him- 
ſelf there, with leſs reverence and decency, than he would in the fight of 
his Prince, or of any great and venerable Man; or if ſome temporal Refs 


pects make his outward demeanure more grave and compbs d, r he 
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ar et in Her be wandring; ION his -Alfaivipon, or „ 8 
Pleaſutes, his Mind /be taken up with his worldly defigns, or 
cud iattigues ? No, he that l 0 be every where 
nder nbe RAlb seg Dye of God, will be as punctual to the 
returns of the Hout ſor the Devotions of the Cloſer, where only 
his Father ſee? in Sap et, as of the times for:the! publick Wor- 
hip.of him amt Congregation : He will Zeep bit Feet, as 
he Wiſe- Mad enpreſſes it, whenrbe goes to the Houſe of God; 
he wilbprepere Rig art befare he comes chither, and watch 
both That and his Body too, hen he is there, order the in- 
ward motiohs af une, and the oui ward geſtures of the other, 
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as I ſo that he may preſtm both, us bene Man; ch Sacrifice 
e, arcepteble gn ed Anni bat: 25 ou ode 
d lmtime of Adverfity, what x Wafer! is it to reflect, that all 
- a Man's Wants and Thoubles are ſeen and known by bi, who 


w able to ſupplyt and relieve him, and willing too, if he ſees it 
belt ſor Ain? That how bittet ſoever the Cup he his to drink 
af may ſeem ta himlyet the Draught is of his Heavenly Father's 
mixing, wo mjevir,aflicts hs Children willingly, but always for 
their good, who perfectly underſtands both his wealkneſs, and 
hefliang th of the — and will ſo far abate of this, or ſup- 
ply ddr bythe aid of his Grace, that it ſhall Work for his 
and the affitition,tbo' for the preſent it may not ſeem joyous 
eee, ſbalt e year bim oh e, Fruits: 
of Righteouſneſs. | 5201 | 
in In time of P Wande a howbniol Antalites 18 his Faith | 
jo» | and Conſideratiom againſt. all the dangers of thht State? Is 4 
"9 Man's Lot fallen in a fair ground; bas be a goodly Heritage, does 
* | bis Cup overflow, is he . with Honours, rais' d to poſts of 
ay || Power? Whyfheuvhb believes and conſiders that God who 
ce ff beſtows upon him theſe Bleſſings, or rather entruſts him with 
ſo I theſe: Talents, is every where with him, and ſees how he em- 
ny ploys them, will herdare to abufe:them to other Purpoſes than 
ne thoſe God deſign them forꝰ No ſurely, where the rich Man 
m- ¶ thotoughly cunv ino d, and would he think upon it, that Gd, 
of who gave him his Riches to this end, That be might be rich in 
is I good Works, always fees him, and obſerves what uſe he makes 
of ' Thou; and will "reckon with a for hem; he would 25 
£1587 Fe | either 
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either miſerably hoard them up, and let them lie uſeleſs by him 
or extravagantly ſquander them away in Vanity, Exceſs, and 

Riot; but having made a competent Proviſion for his Family, 
he would make his own Life comfortable, by a moderate and 
thankfu! Enjoyment of a Portion of them, aud give himſelf 
the much truer Pleaſure, and more ſolid Satisfaction, in relie- 
ving the Neceſſitous, and making glad the Heart of the Poor, 
and doing all the good he can, by a cheerful and prudent Di- 
ſtribution of che reſt ; did the Nan diſting int d by great Ti- fr 
tles and Characters, : whom his Lord has hd te ſit up bigher 
plac'd him in a rank above the common level of Mankind, did 
he believe and conſider himſelt always in the preſence of that 
glorious Being, who is exalted infinitely more above him, than 
he is above the meaneſt of his Brethren, and wbo'bas alſo made 
him to differ from the reſt, would he ſuffer his Advancements 
to miniſter to his Pride, and Vain Glory? would the poor Bub- I] 
ble ſwell with Air till it is ready to crack? would he look . 
down with Scorn'and Contempt upon his Inferiors? No, he 
wou'd cry out with Fob, Mine Eye ſeeth thee, O Lord, where" * 

| fore I abbor my ſelf in Duſt od, Aſhes ;, he would anſwer the 
Deſigns of Providence in advancing him ſo high, by rendring 
the beauty of Virtue and Piety more conſpicuous by his pra- 
SQAicing of them, and by recommending the Practice of them 

more forcibly to thoſe: under him, by the influence of his Ex- 
-ample and Authority. Did the Man of Power conſider himſelf |. 
always in the Sight and Hands of that Almighty Being, who 
gave him his Power, and expects he ſhould employ it to the 
| ſame juſt and good Purpoſes, that he does his own, be would 
not abuſe it to countenance Violence and: Injuſtice, and to 

' trample down Innocence and Right, but he would make uſe of 
it, To deliver the oppreſſed from — that fpoileth bim, to bring g 
don the high Looks of the Proud, and to punilh t be wrong Dar. . 
And by chus guarding him agaiaft the ſinful Abuſes of his I. 
|Profperiey, this Faith and Conſideration effectually ſecure a . 
<7 from thoſe Stings, and Horrors, with which his guilty VE 
Reflections upon ſuch Abuſes would have diſturb'd his En- © 
| -foymentof it, and by engaging him toemploy it to the excel- 
; Fat Purpoſes, for which it was given him, afford him the juſt 
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reliſh of it at preſent, and a reſonable hope of God 
it to him for the future, GET, 
13 ſhort, this Practice would direct a Man wiſely in the 
whole Conduct of his moral Life, and carry him with caſe and 
3Þþ cheerfulneſs through all the paſſages of the natural One: This 
el lays the only ſolid Foundation, tor that which alone can re- 
| commend our Behaviour to God in the one, and for our true 
Quiet and Comfort in the other. BD 

That which alone can render our Labours and Services plea- 

ſing to God, and which he accepts of inſtead of Perfection, is 
Integrity and Sincerity: But what can make us Honeſt and Sin- 
cere, and without Hypocriſie in our whole Behaviour, towards 
God, our Neighbour, and our Selves, in all our Deeds, Words 
and Thoughts, if the belief and conſideration that they can- 
4, Inot be hid from, but are all naked and open to God, cannot ? 
l That which of all things, next to the guilt of Sin, makes 
b. {Men's Lives uneaſie and troubleſome, is their too eager Con- 
ol ern and Solicitude, forthe obtaining or ſecuring the Things 
de In this World: But ſurely this Practice, if any thing would cure 
Hat reſtleſs Solicitude, and make us to be as the Apoſtle adviſes, 
he Pit bout Carefulneſs : By which I don't mean that it would, or 
no {ould make a Man negle& the Duties of his particular Call- 
— ng, or thoſe honeſt Methods, which God allows him to uſe for 
5 de obtaining, not only the neceſſaries, but the conveniences and 
Er⸗ omforts of Life; but it will teach him, after having uſed his 
fois Pun lawful Endeavours for thoſe Purpaſes, not to diſquiet him- 
tho Elf about the Succeſs of them, but to refer that entirely to God, 
the 
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ho alone directs of permits all Evenis; and whatever Iſſue he 
hall be pleas d to give, humbly to acquieſce in, and approve ot 
as knowing that he perfectly underſtands his Circumſtances, 
better able to chooſe for him, than he is to chooſe for himſelf. 
What abundance of Solicitude and Fears does he diſckarge 
Pimſelf of, that caa caſt himſelf and all his care upon the Al- 
% Figthy God, who he knows is always with him and cares for 
im? his Days are not diſtracted by anxious Thoughts, nor his 
 Wights diſturb'd with uneaſie Fears; be walks before God in 
Feurity all Day, and lays himſel down in great Peace at Night 
ing aſſured that God who is about his Red, makes him dwell 
Safety while be is taking bis Ref, 3 
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ti him, aadvby: Faithful appli 
{.  fpetkstobirh;avif'one fromthe Dead, or un Angel from Met 


7M plex d with difficulties, out of which he knows not how: 
- rricate himſelf, at alofswhichwayro 


-vion;vinicſcenwrbs . for $8468 he applies to himſelf the 
r Paul, u Grace it fi 


8 ates. chat threaten every. Tung that he values and loves even 
huis Life d he appliss to himſelt what Gd ee Peop 


5 Eye of Faith, ſes bins tha# it inviſible with great Convfort and 
Joy in every Stage and Condition of Life; but never with 


| Dearby' even then Be feurs no Evil, for he ſees his God with 


8 : diſcovelies of his Love; with bim to 
the attempr,'of the Powers of darkneſs; with him 
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acceſs to God: lays open his Infirmities, his'Wants,hjs'Preffures 
cation of the promiſes of Scrip- 
binflf (in whith he does as affuredly bellere Gaz 


ture co 


res him- 
phs over them; is he per- 
to ex- 
turn, or what th de? He 
ies to bimelf that Protiſe of Davids,” Commit thy Way to 
if to paſs's Is he under a Tenpra- 


ven had brought the” Meſſage ) he comforts and ſupports 
felfunderyorirather:exults and trium 


appli 


the Lord and bo ſball bring 


coent for hee; my 
merge 53 porfetted in Weakdeſs, bs he furrounded with gen 


. Iſaub, Fear nor thou Warns acob, 
Iwill tren ten, I thee 
bee with'tbe rig br H 2. 
tbr# abe Water I will ent thee, and 
birbe Five, thou ſhull not be bured. © 


To conelude, He thar ſets God alwayibifore bim does " an 


more; chan in the laſt Seene of ir, when he lies upon his Death 
Bed: Wixeri he is 'ToiwalE bro" the Valley of che Shadow of 


him; to make all his Beds in his Sickneſs; 3th bim to ſuppot 

bim under the Pains of his Diſtemper and decays of his Bech 
t manifeftations of his iis Preſence, 7 id raviſlüng 
guard him a inſt ki 
nght- 
en him in his laſt Cohffict, to receive his Spirit into his Hand: 
to make his Fleſh teſt in hope, and finally to raiſe his Body 
from the Grave, and re- units it td His Soul, to dwell togerh: 
In bis Preſence aber in the fulntſe of Forrewipe: at bee pig 
; Hand we hoot 441-1 DFR! Nach rain 
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